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CTWCC: Campaign Support Document No5

Historic Records of Judicial Control over and Possessory Actions to the Clitheroe Town Wells
A chronological and regularly updated review of relative records to support an application to His Majesty’s Land
Registry (HMLR) for a First Registration of Title (or other effective title) for Heald and St. Mary’s Wells.

This record was commenced by the Town Wells Working Group, subsequently retitled the Clitheroe Town Wells
Conservation Campaign (CTWCC), under the direction of the then Chairman of Clitheroe Civic Society (CCS),
Steve Burke, and Secretary of the Campaign from its conception in 2017. Having stalled during the Covid
Pandemic The Campaign was relaunched in 2022 as a stand-alone community initiative to build on the invaluable

work of CCS As additional relevant information is discovered this Record will be added to.

Reference sources:

CLR: ‘Great Court’ or Court Leet Record in LCC County Archive; CIR: Court of Inquiry Records; CAT: Clitheroe
Advertiser & Times in Clitheroe Civic Society Archive; PC: Preston Chronicle (forerunner of the Clitheroe
Advertiser & Times); LDP: Lancashire Daily Post; CMB: Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council/Clitheroe
Corporation; RVBC: Ribble Valley Borough Council Minute Records or correspondence ; WSW William Self
Weeks’ publications 1 ‘Clitheroe in the C17th’ and 2 ‘The Clitheroe district: proverbs and sayings and legends ,
and much of its history.” ; AL: Arthur Langshaw Collection DDX 1800/4/1 Lancashire Archives ‘Clitheroe’s
Thousand Years’; CA: Cyril Ainsworth ‘Clitheroe: From Boundary Stones to Burgage Plots’. JL: John Lambert,
Clitheroe’s present Local Historian, published author and ‘pupil’ of Cyril Ainsworth. SC: Stephen Clarke
‘Clitheroe in its Railway Days’. NRO: National Records Office. References to the Town Wells or Wells along with
specific references to Heild, St Mary’s & Stock wells are highlighted in coloured text

Background Information (WSW)

Prior to 1854 (Clitheroe) Waterworks Act there were no ‘waterworks’ and consequently no water laid on in
the houses. The water supply was derived from the three public wells, viz. St. Mary’s Well, sited in Well
Terrace and considered at one time to have been a Holy Well; Heild Well in Wellgate, sometimes referred to
as the Town Well (‘Heild’ could refer to it having been covered but this remains open to debate), or the
Lower Well, in contradistinction to St. Mary’s Well which was sometimes referred to as the Over or Over
Well; and the Stock Well, to the South West side of Clitheroe Castle and at the foot of Wesleyan Row.

Officials were appointed annually at the Courts Leet whose duty it was to look after the wells. To see that
the persons paid to clean them did their duty, and to present to the court all persons who did things
calculated to affect the purity of the water.

Wells ‘Ownership’ (CA : ‘Clitheroe was never formally incorporated and claims to be a Borough ‘by
prescription’. Eventually when Borough lands were sold, no deeds could be produced as rights of possession
and it was always claimed that lands had belonged to the borough ‘time without mind’. (Extract from
Chapter One, P1 Para 1 of Cyril Ainsworth’s ‘CLITHEROE: From Burgage Plots to Boundary Stones’. The

Development of an Ancient Lancashire Boroughi,aléglilgsfl'ﬁd and Copyrighted by The Ainsworth Trust for



Local History 2003.

Where there are references in this collection of records to ‘The Town’s Wells’ this is taken as referring to all
three of the main public wells: Heild Well in Wellgate, St Mary’s Well in Well Terrace and Stock Well at the bottom
of Parson Lane. In some of the records collected by the Society and set out below it is also apparent that from
the formation of the ‘new’ Clitheroe Corporation following on from the Great Reform Act of 1832 the Corporation
had similar responsibilities for public wells outside the central area. These included Wells at Salford and Low
Moor.

Manorial Court Leet Records and References

30", October 1593. (WSF/CLR)

e The Jury say, “We lay a payne that no townsman shall lay any carrion in any wells or pits neare any
heywayes in paine of everie defalt 111s 1111d.” (3s. 4d.)

e Presentmentsin 1599. ‘Edmund Standen, Thomas Worswicke, Edward Dugdall, and Annes Deynne
for bayrnen, (borne or boyrn, to wash or rinse) in the Over Well onse’.

e ‘Vxr. John Isherwood and Vxr. Edmond Broughton for a similar offence once each. All the
above amerced 1d. each’.

e Vxr. William Craven for similar offence three times. Amerced 3d.

Wee lay a payne that no townesman shall

N . . .. . lay any caren [carri S
1593~ Court Leet Extract (CLR). The earliest reference Clitheroe Civic Society | it linge fal';iﬁi;;l ' ;;‘elffi-]e 121,;“,%;‘;;‘&? "
has f d firmi he iudicial ibili ‘ Ils’ payne ot everie defalt iijs, iiijd. =

as found confirming the judicial responsibility over ‘any wells’. Weo p'sent Honsie JLawiinsasi

beth Hord faw lesssise

1599  Washing or rinsing in the Over Well seven persons 1d. fine for each offence.

(CLR) Undated early 17th. Century presentments.

e “The hatter wife for washing woole at the well cotrairie to the bie law”. Amerced 1d.
e ‘“Likewise Chrs. Robinson for spoiling the well cotraireis” amerced 2d.

e ‘“Henerie Wilson for washing lether in the lower well contrarie” amerced 1d.

e ‘“Jeanette Weanne for(....... ) of flax in upper well contrary” amerced 1d.

1608  Four washing in the Upper Well 2d. each. (CLR)

1608 Christopher Mallam wyffe, Elizabeth Clarke, and Agnes Sherples presented for byrninge in the upper well
amerced 1jd. each. John Crosdale wyffe presented for washing fishe in the well amerced 1jd. (WSF/CLR)

1626. October: Elizabeth Wilsonn they saruant of Addam Whithed’s presented for sindinge (washing) her shiets in the
higher well amerced 1jd. (WSF/CLR)

1628 23rd. October: Presentment of Thomas Smith, Tanner for laying hydes in Shaw Brooke to the corrupting of the
water. Amerced 1jd. (WSF/CLR)

1645 The Courts Leet annually appointed Two for looking to both wells, i.e. the well in Well Gate called the Heild
Well and the Stock Well. (CLR) CCS Comment: note the linkage between Heild Well and Stock Well - now
registered by RVBC

1645/46 18th. January 1645/6. Order “That noe Tanner, Butcher, Skinner, or anie other traidsman within this corporacon
shall lay anie skin of horse, calves, sheepe or of anie other meate within our runninge water adioyninge to the
towne in paine of everie offence xs (10 shillings). (WSF/CLR)

1648 Washing horses in St Mary’s Well. (CLR)

1648/49 January 17th. Order. “ That the Ballifes now beinge shall see that the Heild Well and St. Mary Well shall be
sufficiently repared of the Town’s charges betwixt and the first of June next in the payne of x11js 111jd. (WSF/CLR)
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1649/50 As above (WSF/CLR)
1650/51 As above (WSF/CLR)

1657

1657

21st. October. A paine laid “ that no man within this towne shall lay any skins or hides in the running water upon
paine of vis. 8d. (5 shillings and 8 pence) (WSF/CLR)

Heald Well. Agnes Horridge to dress it. George Page to see it was done. St. Mary’s Well. Agnes Page to dress it.
John Gregson to see it was done (WSF/CLR)

1658/59 7th. February: Mr. Bayliffs shall be pleased to appoint as alsoe the Towne’s Well called the Heald Well (CIR)

1658.

1659
1665

1678.

October The Jury laid a paine of six shillings eight pence that noe person shall water any of their goods, (cattle)
at St. Mary Well or Heald Well (WSF/CLR)

Wells Heald & Town’s to be repaired. Four men to see it is done (CLR)

Richard Tattersall’s daughter Katherine for driving his goods into the Stock Well to drink and piss and dunging in
the same. Amerced 1s. (WSF/CLR)

18th. April: Presentments of the following persons, “for abusing the well in the Lower Street att Richard Varley’s
doore” Elizabeth Marsden, Mr. Lister’s mayde, Isabell Dugdall, George Stocks mayde, Maudlen Page, Mr. Bayliff
Nowell’s mayde Elizabeth Paitefielde each amerced 111jd. (3 pence) (WSF/CLR)

1678/79 To Sarah Hodgion for dressing the Heald Well 2s. 6d. (CLR)

1686

1686/7

1688

1689

1691/2

1693

1694

1695

1697/8

1698

1699

1699

To George Page for dressing St. Mary’s Well 2s. 6d. (CLR)

To Gace Marcer for dressing the Stock Well 2s.6d. (CLR)

Court Leet 8th. April The wife of Alexander Mercer and Ann ye daughtere of George Slater for

“washing yarn in ye Lower Well” amerced 3d. each. (WSF/CLR)

For mending ye Stock Well and drawing ye water from ye prison door : - 5s. 4d.

Three wells dressed :- 7s. 6d. (WSF/CLR)

Presentments of Alice ye wife of John Varley, Jane ye wife of Edward Parr and Elizabeth Dale for washing garbish,
alias beasts & sheep bellies in ye Heald Well amerced 6d. (WSF/CLR)

24th. October: Presentment of Anne Slater, Elizabeth Howson, Jenet Worswick, widow, for washinge of garbish
in ye Heald Well which ye ought not to do, beinge annoyance to their Majesties Liege people. Amerced 1s.
(WSF/CLR)

Paid George Aspden for mending the dish at St. Mary’s Well 2d. (WSF/CLR)

4th. May The following persons were appointed for looking after the three wells : George Sclater for the Heald
Well, Jon Kenyon for St. Mary Well, and Mary Bayley for the Stock Well. (WSF/CLR)

Bailiff's Account: Dressing St. Mary's Well, Heald Well, & Stock Well; Paid to Margaret Blythe for dressing the
Heald Well 5s. (CA)

Francis Parkinson presented for lying a dunghill in the street near the Heald Well------- and a pain of 6s. 8d. was laid
that he remove it by the 24™. June next. (CLR)

Bailiff’s Account: Paid to Jon Kenyon, Alex Nowell, and Thomas Cliffe 2s 6d. apiece for dressing ye three wells.
(WSF/CLR)

5thMay: Alexander Nowell for not dressing ye Heald Well and Well Syke, and a paine of 10s. was laid that the
Heald Well be dressed by 10th. May next. (WSF/CLR)

19th. October Officers (CA)

Heald Well: Alex Nowell

St. Mary's Well Ellen Dugdall

Stock Well Ellin Coulthurst Spinster

Court Leet 25™. October Mary Dickinson for washing of yarne in the Heild Well being a great anoyance to their
Majesties Liege people. Amerced 6d. (AL)

Jenat Howcroft, Alice Leigh, both of this towne for washing of yarne in the Heald Well beinge anoyance to their
Majesties Leigh people. Amerced 6d. each. (WSF/CLR)

1740/41 We agree that Bryan Blythe shall dress the well sufficiently at all tymes in the year and for the year, to have for

his paines 12d. (AL)

1742/43 Constable's Accounts 1742/3: June 7th. For two loads of lime for ye Heald Well 8d. To Thomas Layfield & his man

for repairing the well 10s. September 2nd. Three loads of small lime for the Stock Well 1s.
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1752
1753

January 22", Robert Ashworth for dressing the wells 7s. 6d. (AL)
October 23", Paid for dressing the wells as usual 7s. 6d. (AL)

1753/4 Bailiff's Account: Dressing Town's Well & Church End Wall (CA)

1754
1756
1757
1758
1760
1795
1806
1808
1810

1834

October 11™. Dressing ye town’s well and Church End well 5s. od. (CLR)

Dressing ye town’s wells 7s.6d. (AL)

December 8. John Bleasdale for cleaning the wells to Shrovetide 7s. 6d. (AL)

John Bleasdale for dressing ye Town’s wells 7s. 6d. (AL)

October 10™. Dressing the Town’s Wells 7s. 6d. (AL)

Officers: Dressing all wells John Harris (CA)

October 11™.John Harrison for repair of wells 7s. od. John Watson for stone & lime to Stock Well 5s. 10d. (AL)
February 26™. Cleaning wells 6s.2d.  April 11™. Carting stones to well 3s. (AL)

Thomas Robinson’s bill for lime & stones repairing wells £1 — 4 — 6d. Elizabeth Presentment for Bayman in the
Over Well and fined a penny for each offence. Agnes Dean’s maid, John Isherwood’s wife, Edmund Broughton’s
wife, William Craven’s wife (3 times) Bairning. (Probably washing a bairn). (AL)

Paid William Badger for cleaning wells last year £1- 0 - od. (CMB)

Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council (Clitheroe Corporation - Incorporated 1835)

Records and References

All of the following records of Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council are offered as being clearly indicative of the present
Council’s (RVBC) immediate forbear’s judicial and possessory actions in relation to all three town wells.

1841

1847
1849
1846

1852

Cleaning the (three) wells : - £1 - 13 - 1%, 155 0%, & 11s. (CMB)
Jane Lofthouse’s account of 12s. 6d. for cleaning the Town’s well (?) at the bottom of Church Brow. (CMB)
Cleaning wells 12s. 6d. (CMB)

29" May: Adjacent extract gives notice ‘That a Public
Meeting of the Rate Payers of the Borough of Clitheroe will be
held at the Town hall on Wednesday 2™ September ... to take
consideration of the present condition of the TOWNS WELLS
and to devise some means for the restoration of the Water to its
original condition.” Subsequently, prompted largely by the
cholera outbreak of 1848/9, the Town Council commissioned
the Babbage Report in 1850. This starkly documented the
appalling state of the drainage system - or lack of such - and its
consequent terrible effects upon the health of Clitheroe's

citizens. As a direct result, piped water came to Clitheroe
following the passage of the 1854 (Clitheroe) Water Act. (PC):

May 10", 1852 The National Archives, Kew, Legal status: Public Record(s)

Folios 178-176. To: The General Board of Health. From: Robert Trappes, Town Clerk, Clitheroe, [Lancashire]. (NRO)
Reference: MH 13/53/88

Description: Folios 178-176.

To: The General Board of Health.

From: Robert Trappes, Town Clerk, Clitheroe, [Lancashire].

A letter and a pamphlet published by an association of ratepayers and some [6 out of 16] Town Councillors
opposed to the operation of the Local Board of Health and the Public Health Act 1848 in Clitheroe.

CTWCC Comment: Various documents not relevant to the town wells but indicative of the Clitheroe Municipal
Borough Council’s responsibilities are cited - but not indicated in this record).
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th B e T T Tt T
1852  August 4 CLITHERO E.‘&
. . e . . A navannncns es cAVER
CTWCC Comment: : The adjacent (PC) extract indicates - and publicly confirms THE TOWNS WELLS, = -
. . . . T0 THE RDITOR OF THE PHESTON cunoviets.
- the unchallenged public perception of the established judicial and possessory | sis,I thisk it s bigh time that the pablie should be
o . . consalled respecting our town's well, which for some time
responsibility of ‘the corporation’ over ‘our town’s wells’. We believe that the | been pollated and ot it for we; and 49 alresdy 8
:l:rge :ium of lImltm!,‘r I:u I:ml e:mrini!d Illlll;nl anylui-
3 3 H ict H H ent signs of improving its condition. It is not long
public perception in the C21st is identical to that in the Ci9th. i ot g BeaBvi b
in repairing the three town's wells, which, since that out-
lay, have unfortunately been worse than they were

. revionsly.
1852  Extract from Langshaw’s (AL) records relating to " bt xclers bave fo s ook oot sle ¥horag®
¢ . . about the town's well, but T am afraid they are only
Salford Well * being one of four WELLS that supplied “sinking” the corporation fands uselessly, Ot of them
. . . . ’ (Mr. Anderson) uadertook to complete his “well scherme,”
Clitheroe with water for its residents’ and reference to in Saford, for £, bat 1 am croditably informed that that
. . . . . sum is already expended, and he intends to appeal to the
corporation accounts for the installation/repair of this corporation for anather grant,

How long will the publie submit to these larga outlays

well of public money “without being consulted "

1 am, sir, yours, &c.,
AMICUS POPULL
Clitheroe, Angast 4th, 1852,

1852 Extract from Clitheroe Corporation Records relating to

‘the Corporation opening the spring or WELL nedr  That Jeremiah Garnett, semior Esq., James Garstang, Esq.
i . . X Mr. Thomas Bu]cuck,er. R. Dewhurst and Mr. Henry f;all be
Salford Bridge........... This would supply the inhabitants ~ 2peointed to a committee for the purpose of waiting upon

gr. George Braithwaite to get him to consent to the

. . orporation opening the spring or WELL n S i i

of Salford with water. The expense to be paid for out of o convey the water through o pipe into o 1oL oid Bridge and
. , p]a‘ced on iron beams on the higher side of Salford Bridge.

Corporatlon funds. This would supply the inhabitants of Salford with water. The

:xpﬁnse of this scheme to be paid for out of Corporation
unds.

From Clitheroe Corporation Minute Books, February 11th, 1852.

1854 CLITHEROE WATERWORKS: Extract from ‘Clitheroe in its Railway Days’ (SC)
‘The formation of the Clitheroe Waterworks Company took place in the year 1854....
Prior to the organisation of the Company, the town was in a state of agitation upon the subject, insomuch that public
meetings were held in various parts of the Borough, and opinions pro and con were voiced upon numerous
platforms......
Some of the arguments against the concern were that the water of the town’s Wells was ample in quantity and
quality for the public needs, and that the Wells were not kept as clean as they aught to be. Others bitterly opposed
the scheme on the ground that it should belong to the Corporation, and not be a private enterprise... ’

1853  Expenses John Briggs & Son for stoops for Church Brow Well 9s. 5d.; Wm. Hargreaves & nephew for bolting and
screwing the walls of the Town’s Well £3 - 3 —11d. (CMB)

Late ‘Surveys of the borough have been carried out on many different occasions have fulfilled wide variety of

Ci9th purposes. The historian may glean much valuable information from on such matters as land and property ownership,
tenants, building locations and usage, local names etc. It is unfortunate, however, that many early documents due
to serious water damage’ (CA). See following Newspaper extracts :relating to the Borough, and dating from
before 1600, were apparently destroyed in the late nineteenth century

. . AT
4™ Nov. 1888: Adjacent right the

This extract from the Preston Guardian notes the Society,

transcription of Court Rolls of the ‘Manor of M‘mw

Clitheroe’ which ‘contained a mine of information’

Chancellor Christie commented that he ‘doubted R _ " 'M Christie sald
there were any more important rolls than those at : m m which con-
Clitheroe’. Where are these ‘important’ Rolls a a mine of information. A

and/or Transcripts now and what may they contain, . . ’ in ? m

if found, relating to the Borough’s three ancient o, B o Sa— Io—.mllll and
town wells? there were in England any more
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14" March 1932: Adjacent right

This extract from the Liverpool Daily Post notes that
‘documents of historic interest’ were not only threatened but
‘many legal documents were destroyed’ on Saturday (12
March) in afire at Clitheroe Castle Offices.

Could these documents have included some, or all, of the
‘important Court Rolls’ referred to by Chancellor Christie as
recorded in the Preston Guardian article on 4" Nov. 1888?
Could these also have contained the transcripts of these
documents also referred to in that article. May they further
have contained Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council records
relevant to the titles of these three sites? We may never know.
However, once again, is a further example of how information
relating such ancient sites-in this case almost certainly pre-
Norman - can be lost or destroyed.

CTWCC COMMENT: In such cases the records of Legal and
Possessory Actions over time - by the Court Leet, CMBC and
RVBC - become highly significant when applications to
register title for unregistered sites are made to HMLR. That
this can and does happen is recognised by HMLR and should
not be regarded as reason not to apply for a registered title.

1915 Extract from CMBC record of Finance & General Purposes
Committee 20" Feb. 1915 indicating the possessory actions of
the Council (CMB). This feint copy reads:

St Mary’s Well — Well Terrace BOROUGH OF CLITHEROE:MINUTES
AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE

Meeting of the finance and General Purposes Committee 20
Feby. 1915 Well in n Well Terrace. A yard to be taken off Northerly
side of Wall in Well Terrace, hat the Trough of this Well be set back
accordingly and that the floor of the well be raized (sic).

CTWCC Comment: This resolution (not eventually acted on)
indicative of the ownership of St Mary’s Well by Clitheroe
Corporation.

1924 18" April: Extract — below - from CAT. Town Topics:

ZLJURT'S VELL - VELL TERUCE.

YINVTZS AXD PROCEEIINGS OF TEE COURCIL AND CORXIT?EZS.

Yeotlng of the Pinance & Gemersl Purposes Comaittes = 20 Feby.1315.
Well In Well Terrace.
L yard to be taken off Yortherly side of Well in Well Terrece,
thet the Trough of the Well be set back sccoplingly and that tb
floor of tho Nell be raised,

‘Interesting Decisions by Council Committees’ The penultimate item in this
extract reads ‘ A sub-committee has been appointed to consider the question

of repairing of St Mary’s Well in Well Terrace’.

: . . . Mary's well, and sometimes
CTWCC Comment: This can hardly be the action of a Council which does L e e relloate, (1hia oue sl
. . . at the bottom of
not recognise the ownership of the site and property referred to. ENELIDg, Teey e S the enirance b0 the
cmmmwmm
[y tor
the well in Well-terrace really has Well-terrace really has | house. (Wesley) Church. The latter, dry
I’m.mmm.lnﬂmn- Irmm.m'mh“mm.-“m- 1f the well continues dry, 1 many years, was called well, 2
esting link with the past has been ting link with the past has been the Town Counecll will order the h:mmmmmmﬂm
severed, It wag recorded in our notes f| o, U ooy recorded In our notes of the stonewerk. There is the after the wells. They were required to
um‘mmmdn&wlﬂu“'“m“mmdmm‘“lmmmwuﬂ see that the persons pald to clean them
stopped. and the suggestion was madefl o "ong the suggestion was made | L, oot 1o the discussions of & few) dig so. and to present to the Court all
that the spring had been interfereq with || b 0%, 0 overs had been interfered with ago reiative to the persons who did things calculated to
in the course of excavations in the school in the course of excavations in the school ﬂ"‘“ﬂm jamp” from the Market affect the purity of the water. Mr, Weeks
yard behind. That may not be ENe CASE, [} oy bopind.  That may not be the case, | 00 of course, has antiquity quoted some of the cases. Bundry bur-
of course. I am lold that Sevefd’ JUR f of course. I am told that hevera Jour | .1 not be clatmed for “the big lamp,’) £4tSs o Snee O SRE g Sl Moo
ﬁ-“:n;mm-#'ﬂ-wm" Em{"m-ﬁ?mww\mn mmwwmmﬁ and fish. A regulation was made by the
st  chance that ihis wil occur agaln |} L 3"hance that shis will oceur aguin | have bewr, | (U0 atea but 1t 8 On porson sudll whiek any of their goods
One with some title 10 be called 80 | ™ or, 'yith some title to be called an | remote age the W LSS g Lorannl foartie) 'at Saint Mary Well” and, later,
expert on water supplies told me the | o0y op water supplies told me the | of the ter supply certalnly | a local man was fined a shilling for
mmmhwwmmwmhwﬂmﬂmﬂd“l % “gufferinge his daughier Katherine for
would begin to run again. After all We | Lo.)4 begin to run again. After all we | back as "!"mm,.”“"m’ drivinge his goods” into the well to drink.
have had & long dry spell and the spring muhnnlhnlmllﬂlﬂﬂm“i-;t late Mr. . during that There are {requent entries ordering pay-
may have falled only temporarily. Let | ooy pave falled only temporarily. Clitheroe's conditions e mentg for the repalr of the stonework,
us hope 80, for if the well no longer has | . hope go, for if the well no longer Nas | yyry findings of Court and altogether the welly were guarded
s utflitarian value, it does no harm, and .mww‘uwwmﬁ mmmﬁudﬁ: as the very important amenities they
certainly scrves as a reminder of the old | \,riainly scrves &3 a reminder of the October, and 1t ia cbviow were. S
mmnwmhumﬂm mmnmmhumﬂm had been use 2 long time even
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1939

Extract from Clitheroe Advertiser & Times January 27th 1939 indicative of Water Bowed Tooets soouah snd with
indicative of the public knowledge of the continued judicial and possessory ‘ystal purity until work began on

T . ttensions of the neighbouring
responsibility of ‘the corporation’ over St Mary’s Well. (CAT). rammar school. An old barn was

rmolished and when the workmen
rgan to delve for the foundations of
¢ new structure they encountered

The last line of this extract reads: ‘What the Corporation will do with the ancient  3ier—evidently the spring which had
stonework of the well remains to be seen’

1pplied the well for not less than a
yuple of centurles, and probably
nger even than that. Anyhow, the well
indry, and dry It remains after wecks.

CTWCC Comment. CMBC’s recognition - yet again of its ownership of and Now the County Education Committee
T y . . ave stopped the grammar school
responsibility for St Mary’s Well - along with the other two former Public allding scheme, so that the supply has

Town Wells

ren Interfered with to no purpose, at
ny rate untll the end of the war,
What the Corporation will do with
1e anclent stonework of the well
'mains to be decided.

1939: 24™. October, Lancs. Daily Post

1939

Report oninterruption of St Mary's Well water supply. Confirming the active judicial and possessory responsibility
of what is to happen to St Mary’s Well as belonging to ‘the Corporation’i.e. Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council

- the immediate forbear of Ribble Valley Borough Council. (LDP)

One of the three wells, near 1ne
Methodist Church in Parson-lane,
became dry many years ago and now
that in Well-terrace has failed. The
failure is due to interference with the
source of supply during building
operations.

27th October Extract from Borough Council Records:

Evidence of the undisputed responsibility & right of Clitheroe’s
Municipal Borough Council to control, maintain and alter St Mary’s
Well. Even in the dark after commencement of WWII, the

significance of this well was appreciated - “...

that though in a main street, will probably long remain — a memento

of its former usefulness’ - and responsibility
(CMBCQ)

Even if the Well-terrace well is
removed, Clitheros will atill have its
link with the far-off days of water-
carrying, as Its counterpart In Well-
gate remains in full flow. This e,
perhaps, the best example of all the
old wells,

a bit of old Clitheroe

for it unquestioned

1945 25" May 1945 Extract from CAT with reference to ‘a rebuke to the town’s authorities for the neglected
condition of the wells. The action of the Mayor and a Mr Smith (Councillor ?) are noted - and commended. (CAT)

1971

1974

Extract from Minutes Records of Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council for Tuesday 5th October. 1971.
‘Item 344. TOWN WELLS (Arising from comments by members).

Resolved: that the Chairman and the Borough Engineer investigate what work would be necessary in order to
maintain, and if possible, to bring back to their original condition, the Town’s Wells and that the Borough Engineer
and Surveyor be authorised to carry out any necessary emergency repairs to St. Mary’s Well on Well Terrace.” (CMB)

November : The Local Authorities (England) (Property Etc.) Order 1973. Operative 1st April 1974
RELEVANT EXTRACTS FROM The Local Authorities (England) (Property etc.) Order 1973
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Residual transfer of praperty, etc
(EXTRACT FROM) SCHEDULE 4 RESIDUAL TRANSFER OF PROPERTY, ETC

ARTICLE 16. PARTII (1) 2)

(1) Save as provided in paragraph (2) of this article, paragraph (1) of article 9 applies to this article as it applies to article  Transferor authority Transferee authority
) Authority A1 Authority B

(2) The following entry in Schedule 4, namely— Autharity AZ Authority B2

The Corporation or council of any other * non-county The council of the district in which the area of the

“The representative body of any parish not included in the preceding items”
borough or the council of any other urban or rural district  borowgh or district is comprised

shall extend to property held by any such representative body for the purposes of charitable trusts,

Authority X1 Authority X2
(3) Subject to the provisions of articles 9to 15 or of articles 11(2) and (3) and 18 in their applicationto any matters  Authority ¥1 Authority ¥2
peovided for Tn articles 9to 15— Autharity 21 Authority 2

(a)all praperty and liabilities vested in or attaching to an authority described in column (1) of Part | or Il of Schedule 4 ccs Note: *i.e. not specifically referred to in the full list of
[or of any extension thereof effected by any further order under section 254 of the Act made before 1st April 1874)  Transferor Authorities and Transferee Authorities.

shall by virtue of this order e transferred to and vest in or attach to the authority specified in raspect of such Clitherae Civic Sociaty

autharity in column (2);

Tth Oct. 2015
CTWCC Comment on above extract: The extract from the above act is referred to as the linking legislation between the
acknowledged ownership of Heild and St Mary’s Wells ‘by prescription’ and the legal requirement for the transfer of
this ownership from Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council (the Transferor Authority) to Ribble Valley Borough Council
(the Transferee Authority). To the knowledge of this Society there is nothing in this legislation which specifically
excludes the transfer of these two wells from transfer if ownership by prescription is accepted.

This is a clear indication and confirmation in CTWCC’s opinion of the Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council’s (CMBC)
responsibility for the maintenance and thus ownership of the Town Wells. Clitheroe MBC were the immediate
forbears of Ribble Valley Borough Council (RVBC). This Camapign understands that the whole of the MBC’s

estate, Regardless of the existence of Deeds - and the responsibilities for it was, transferred to the new district as
required by this Act of Parliament.

1988 July 8" | Americans
Extract, adjacent, from Clitheroe Advertiser and Times re. condition of Heild Well (CAT)
shocked by

1988 14" July Eyesore Message on Heild Well (CAT) state
CTWCC Comment: Indicates the regular maintenance of the town’s wells by RVBCin 1988 ﬁf WE".

‘..the town’s wells are cleaned on a weekly basis and are periodically cleared of algae’. ALL is not well at Chith-

ili i eroe’s wells.
Philip Bailey, RVBC CPO & CTO R Theavnilils

meeting of Ribble Valley
Council, Coun. Eric Bra-
cewell (Clitherce) sahd the
town's wells were still

viding a plentiful supply or
water, but a group of

clearevd of algne. Bul he
Eyesore Al Lhn.l rei*ul.l_r there Ame:}ﬁgﬂ_,‘.uﬂ r.‘;j’,.,.lt,“ﬂ:
haid been complaints, e since visited |
message including some r!-t:; visi= well and found it was then
tors Lo the lown, about the in excellent condition.
on WEIIS amount of litter in and Asking if arrangements
HELTP us to step Well- o| arvuinl Heald Well. could be made for the well
ate's Heald Well from “These wells are an to be cleaned and tidied on
ﬁccmnlug 0N eycsore, atteaction for the town and a more regular basis, he
That is the message for tourists.” he said, “and npﬁ:ln:d o thl: .P'."hht e
from the Ribble 1':“"'-_}. ||ll’."J‘ !_'IL"I."T’ te be ki.‘lll assist in mﬂ.lﬂllﬂ"llﬂg the
Couneil's Publie Works attractive, 1 wells as an attraction.
and Health Commitiee, “Owners of establish- ‘"!'-' c'!lalrm:n of the
which has Jj‘!-lﬂ"l'ﬂlll!‘ﬂ to menis in Lhe area could Public Works and Health
town contre ieans and nssinl ws by making sire Committee, Coun. Harry
food shep owners Lo do thut their customers do Waddington, said the
their bit. not Lake away litter with wells were cleaned on a
Borough Planning and them which coukl be put weekly basis but were
Technical Officer Mr Philip Inte the well. Perhaps seriously abused and used
Bailey tolil the commitiew they coukl make some sort by some as litter bins. He
that the town's wells wre of provision for disposal of backed Coun. Bracewell's
cleaned out on n weekly litter.” plea to keep the wells
basis and are periodically — clean.
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1989 (JL)images of St Mary’s Well, Well Terrace Images taken by John Lambert: Date: May 8th. 1989

CTWCC Comment:

By enlarging the view of this image,
it is apparent that, at least, the two
visible faces of these walls indicate
signs of very recent repointing and
appear to be in good repair.

This could only have been done by a
person - or authority - who had a
recognised legal responsibility for
the maintenance of the fabric of
this well, if not an actual registered

title over it.

CTWCC Comment:

Further investigation of Ribble
Valley Borough Council’s Records
for this period is required.

2008: RVBC Disposal of Destruction of RVBC and CMBC Records

Record of Correspondence with John Lambert, Clitheroe Town Historian, re
removal and destruction of RVBC and Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council
Records. On 1 February 2021, at 21:28, John Lambert
<lambretta1944@hotmail.com> wrote:

»Hi.Steve.and.Shirley?

Right?l.found.the.dates.when.l.began.looking.at.the.contents.of.the.boxes?which.
was the 96th;.October.866@and.on.the @hj.November.|was.stilltaking.notes?(no.
digital.camera.then)?with three.staff.and.a.bossy.supervisor?clearing.the.shelves.
and.throwing.books?documents?etc;.into.a.wire.mesh.bin;j.

l.suggested.to.John.Gorton?who.had.allowed.me.to.look.at.the.contents?that.l.
should.take.some.boxes.home?but.he.saidthey.were.bound.to.pass.the.papers.
onto.a.professional.bodyforshreddingj.He.did.have.one.ofthe.staffphotocopy.
some.plans.that.l.had.put.to.one.side.and.some.scrapbooks.and.a.large.book.of.
fourteen plans.of. Corporationland.in.7@®were saved forthe Libraryjltraced.and.
copied.the.plans.for.the.Library? and. myself? because. the.book.had.to.go.to.
Preston;.l.haven®.found.the.date.yet.when.l.photographed.the.saved.drawings?
including.the.Bathing.Huts?but.it.must.have.been.after.86782when.l.bought.the.

cameraj

Best.Wishes?
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CTWCC Comment:

This is a further example of
how documents can be ‘lost’
and/or destroyed.

Whether RVBC hold any
records of digital copies of
what, how and why these
CMBC and RVBC records
were disposed of remains to
be discovered.

If no records of what was
shredded can the possibility
that information - similar to
that supporting RVBC’s
HMLR bid for title to Stock
Well - could also have been
disposed of?



7t June 2011
Extract from RVBC Policy & Finance Committee
Meeting 7*" June 2011 Re Town Wells significance to the ‘town’s historic attraction’ as prepared by Terry
Longden Head of Regeneration & Economic Development.

2.2.10 Other Town Team projects that aim to enhance the street scene, environment and
heritage assets in the town centre are moving forward also. As well as improving
safety for people walking around the town's main shopping routes, areas have been
identified where, cost permitting, new planting of trees and additional seating can be
established to further enhance the pedestrian experience. Working with Clitheroe
Civic Society also, enhancements around and refurbishment of the three medieval
town wells to provide improved, publicly accessible and visible interpretation of them
is seen as a project that will add to the town's historic attraction and remind local
residents and visitors of their significance to the development of the town, focussing
on Heald Well at the bottom of Wellgate as a first of such initiatives.

CTWCC Comment: Details of the Scheme, which CCS commissioned from IWA Architects, can be seen in Clitheroe Civic
Society’s earlier Campaign initiative Document: Appendix No2 https://clitheroecivicsociety.org.uk/projects/town-
wells/appendix-2.html

1962-2014
Written Statement of Information from Francis R. Howarth former Direct Works Dept. employee

for Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council and Ribble Valley Borough Council. 18th Feb. 2019

CTWCC Comment: The following is a typed word for word transcription of the written statement of information
provided by Francis Howarth former Direct Works Dept. employee for Clitheroe Municipal Borough Council and
Ribble Valley Borough Council. This relates to his maintenance activities on the three town wells during the stated
periods. This was delivered by hand in person to the Chairman of Clitheroe Civic Society on Tuesday 19th February
2019.

18-2-2019 18 Talbot Close

CLITHEROE

Lancs. BB7 1GF

Dear Sir/Madam

After many weeks of hearing comments and views on and around the town wells of Clitheroe, I feel that
I need to try and clear up some of the either misleading or inaccurate information going around. I started
my working life as an apprentice bricklayer/paver for Clitheroe Borough Council in 1962.

From then until 1974 when reorganisation took place we, as a flexible workforce, carried out many
varied duties which included cleaning and servicing the three town wells. In 1974 I transferred to
Lancashire County Council for two years. I then returned to the newly formed Ribble Valley
Borough Council in 1976 working for a full five years with drain clearing units and jetting units. In
that time we cleaned and serviced the town wells on a weekly basis, and this was stated on our
weekly time sheets.

In April 1981 I was appointed as General Works Manager, and from then until I retired in March 2004,
I can assure anyone that the town wells were cleaned and serviced on regular weekly basis by my
works team and booked to an accounts cost code. Upon my retirement my close friend and works
colleague took over my job until he retired in 2014. I have spoken to him, and he assures me that
Ribble Valley Brough Council still cleaned and serviced the town wells until he retired.

So, there we have it 52 years of cleaning and servicing. Both myself and Mr. W. Carroll will be more
than happy to assist and give more information to the best of our knowledge if required. I do hope
that this information clears up a few ifs and buts.

Best Wishes

Francis R. Howarth
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2019: Following the activities of the earlier CSC Town Wells Campaign, RVBC accepted its responsibility for and
ownership of Stock Well. HMLR’s confirmation of the grant of FULL TITLE for this site is set out below

5th July Her Majesty’s Land Registry acceptance and registration of application for ‘Title Absolute’ for Stock Well
y jesty gistry P g

~ HM Land Registn i
gistry a.o.es Land Registry &
© »
4 REia

R Rf:'(,?Fl\/ED BY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL [ & eI i Title number iti
e oS N 05 JuL 2019 - o ROVAL MAIL Official copy LAN220923  Edition date 20.05.2019
CHURCH WALK — - z ~ao a8 H
CLITHEROE E ] | [ — This official copy shows th i i i
CANGASHIRE J‘AOJ ; of register of 3 i1y 2010 at 13.:00.38, | oS in the register of title on
BB7 2RA — i : — This date must be quoted as the "s -

tl tle official search appliqcahon basedeu:el?wr\;hcgom cetarirony

— The date at the beginning of an entry is the dat hi
the entry was mada in the registor. © | ° (2@ On which
= Issued on 3 duly 2019
. — Under s.67 of the Land Registration Act 2002, this copy is
il L - admissible in evidence to the same extent as th 74
Dot 51 Completion of registration ~ For information about ihe rsgisier of e, ses - 0
www.gov.uk/land-registry
i 1 i — Thisu t i b
T OOKS WELL Title number LAN220923 This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry Fylde Office
i Property Land on the south-west side of Trinity
RCS/LAN220923 Clitheroe Church, - Row, A: Property register

This register describes the land and estate comprised in the title.

Registered proprietor  Ribble Valley Borough Council

Your application lodged on 20 May 2019 has been completed. An official

copy of the register is enciosed together with an official copy of the title LANCASHIEE . RISHLE. VALLEY
plan.

X :20,»5,?!219:‘ The Frechold land shown edged with red sn the plan of the
The official copy shows the entries in the individual register of title as at the above title filed at the Registry and being Land on the South-west side of
date and time stated on it. You do not need to reply unless you think a wity Methodist Church, Wesleyan Row, Clitherce.

mistake has been made in completing your application.

AAn owner's property is probably their most valuable asset so s mportant EI Proprietorship register
o protect it from the risk of fraud. Please read our property fraud advice at his register specifies the class of title and identifies the owner. i
chproperty-lrom fraud fel entries that affect the right of disposal. =i containscary

Important information about the address for service

Title absolute

HM Land Registry If we need to write to an owner. a mortgage lender or ather party who has
Wales Office an interest noted in the register, we will write to them at their address shown 1 AR

PO Box 75 in the register. We will also use this address if we need to issue any formal {20-05.2019) PROPRIETOR: RISBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL of Council Offices,
Gloucester notice to an owner or other party as a result of an application being made. Church Walk, Clitherce BB7 2RA.

GL14 9BD Notices are often sent as a safeguard against fraud so it is important that

this address is correct and up-to-date. If it is not, the property owner or other 2 (20.05.2019) The value stated as at 20 May 2015 was £100.
BRSETET Glousatiarad party may not receive our letter or notice and could suffer a loss as a result. )
T Up to three addresses for service can be entered in the register. At least C: Charges register

one of these must be a postal address, but this does not have to be in the i i i
walesoffice DIntad Kingdom: he olivar two may be & DX Bddrass 8 UK or ovorsens This register contains any charges and other matters that affect the land.
@landregistry.gov.uk postal address or an email address. 1 {20.05.2013) The deeds and doc A

bject t ch rest va £

www.gov.ukfland-registry Please let us know at once of any changes to an address for service. Tatore 36 ey b Sk e o

For information on how a property owner can apply to change their contact
details or add an address, please see

www.gov.uk/government/publications/upda registered-owners-contact- &
address on GOV.UK (or search for “COG1") or contact HM Land Registry End of register
‘Customer Support (0300 006 0411) (0300 006 0422 for Welsh speakers

service) from Monday lo Friday betwsen 8am and 6pm.

y? 3 & P
If you require this correspondence in an alternative format, please let us agel

Know.

CTWCC Notes the following statement made by HMLR in approving this application:

a)’The value stated as at 20 May 2019 was £100.00’ and b) ‘The deeds and documents of title having been lost the

land is subject to such restrictive covenants as may have been imposed thereon before 20" May 2019 and are still
subsisting and capable of being enforced’.

CTWCC Comments: This campaign believes that the Stock Well application could be the template for a similar
application/s for Heild and Stock Well based on the historic information assembled above, and that this should now be
tested by the Council there clearly being no impediment to claim that ‘deeds have been lost’ - as has been argued by
RVBC Officers to date in relation to Heald and St. Mary’s Wells.

2021422 4]

2020/21 0
2021 Freedom of Information Complete and Subsequent Appeal to Information 2o :
Commissioners Office 2021-23 L 3
210804 RVBC’s - Town Wells Financial Expenditure Records 1996 - 2016 jgiiﬁg =
Partial RVBC response to CTWCC Freedom of Information Enquiry Reference 7238: ﬁﬂiiiii e
1 The copy of partial information given in response to CTWCC’s FOI Ref Q2 does not respond jgiéﬁﬁ i
to the request to ‘For Access to view ...... records of all financial expenditure...  in relation jﬁﬁiﬁéi Sres
to the three town wells referred to. This was only proved long after the date required by the jﬁﬁ;ﬁﬂi 9;3:
FOI and further direction by them to RVBC to comply. e =
3 The information provided did not include any records, complete or partial, for the e 2R
requested years 1974 — 1992. On appeal for this information n the ICO determined ( ICO Case jgg;igf e
Reference: 1C-213335-T7D7) that ‘on the balance of probability RVBC did not hold further igg:igg 152_?62
information on this matter imo, comply with request for this information under the FOI Act. iggggg 0
RVBC had either destroyed these or avoided providing them and refused to provide any 1995/6 3575
recorded policy as to why this information was no longer available. CTWCC believes this iZZQiEi ﬂ

represents incompetence or evasion by RVBC and possibly both. — —

Additional Comment: Even this partial evidence of RVBC financial actions, supported by Francis Howarth Statement
copied above would significantly support further application to HMLR to register Heald & St Mary’s Well. The only thing

preventing this is ‘the will to do so’!
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2024 Sept. Stock Well Plaque images comparisons

Image No 1 on West Facing Wall of Trinity g ] STOCKS WELL
Methodist Church Boundary Wall with Stock Well. TRIS WELL WAS SRICINALLY SNE
8F YTRE THREE WELLS eRiCHN,
From photographic records of Stock’s Well (sic) this FECENEDS TRET WETER IOPPLY QF
was placed in this location sometime between 1920 ! THE SCRSUCH URTIL THE '
and 1950. There can be little doubt that the sponsors | CSTABLITNNMEAT 3F THE WATCRNEVL:
of this sign were CMBC or if not, it was certainly sAlAdilijeadlcaiatailie -'_”‘-

. . . wATEAWSIXS aCY 1BS54
placed with their full approval. As stated, ‘This well

was originally one of the three wells which formed
the water supply of the Borough..... !

Image No2 on South Facing Wall of Trinity Methodist
Church overlooking Stock Well. In 2008, a new cast
plaque was sponsored by Clitheroe Civic Society and
granted Listed Building Consent by Ribble WValley
Borough Council. This repeats this Stock Well's status
as “The smallest of the three Borough wells...

W o e TP

Resume

Clitheroe was referred to as a ‘Borough by Prescription’ because it had long-standing rights and privileges of
self-governance, established through tradition and historical practice, rather than being formally incorporated
by a specific royal charter. These rights developed over centuries, date back to medieval times, when Clitheroe
functioned as a self-administering community under its manorial system. The possibility that the Town’s three
Public Wells throughout this period were owned ‘by Prescription’ developed over time should not be
dismissed in any comprehensive and impartial evidence prepared about these pre-Norman sites by its de-facto
owners Ribble Valley Borough Council.

This completes - for the time being - this continuing record of Historic Judicial Control, and Possessory Actions
relating to the three Town Wells by present authority - Ribble Valley Borough Council (the Council) - and all its
municipal forebears dating back to the late sixteenth century. As further information is collected, this record
will be added to assist this Campaign to persuade the current Council to make a valid and lawful application to
His Majesty’s Land Registry. Without this the three former Public Town Wells can have no lasting or
meaningful future.

The initial editions of this record were assisted by the support and actions of Clitheroe Civic Society and in particular
members John Lambert, Shirley Penman, Barbara Alty, Michael Parkinson and Janet Clegg. That assistance
remains greatly appreciated. The revived 2024 Campaign now continues to curate and expand this record.
CTWCC (2024) now acts as a Constituted, ‘stand-alone’ initiative. However, we continue to actively seek the
participation and cooperation of all other local Societies, Organisations, Authorities and the General Public in
its pursuit of ‘a lasting and meaningful future for all three of Clitheroe’s former Public Town Wells’.

Revised 21t March 2025
Steve Burke Dip.Arch (Oxf'd)
Secretary
Clitheroe Town Wells Conservation Campaign
Clitheroe Town Wells Conservation Campaign

Chairman: Steve Ragnall
Secretary: Steve Burke Dip.Arch (Oxf’d)
Tel: 01200 425528 M:07975518113 Email: sbcaltd@outlook.com
wwwiclitheroe9wells
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